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MEDIA RELEASE


Cairns Indigenous Art Fair 2010
Palm Cove gallery launches bold new Indigenous art 

Two very different and unique forms of Indigenous art showcasing the vibrant culture of the Torres Strait will be introduced by Pandanus Gallery at the 2010 Cairns Indigenous Art Fair on August 20-22.

One is a mesmerising combination of carving and painting capturing the differences between Indigenous culture and the modern world and the other is a unique collaboration by an artist and a master printmaker to produce coloured lithographs.
Pandanus Gallery Director Anna La Fontaine said the ground-breaking works by Thomas Ray Ahwang and the unique techniques adopted by internationally renown Billy Missi combined to illustrate the exciting evolution of contemporary Indigenous art.
“We were instantly drawn to Thomas’ unusual technique of using numerous layers of painting overlaid with carving on plywood to weave a gentle and lyrical story about the pull between weak and strong in the natural world and his use of flora and fauna as the central metaphor,” she said.
“A major new development in his remarkable oeuvre will be a unique range of works on paper using both his traditional carving and painting style together with advanced printing techniques which have a spectacular impact.” 

Billy Missi continues the story of his totems and Torres Strait Islander culture using the modern technique of stone lithography, but takes a new direction in his work resulting in a magnificent range of limited edition, hand-coloured stone lithographs.

“Billy has collaborated with master printer Theo Tremblay to produce a maximum print run of 15 coloured lithographs per edition with each either printed in colour or hand coloured using the original two-tone lithographic image,” Ms La Fontaine said.

Pandanus Gallery at Palm Cove specialises in fine Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander art and artifacts by leading Indigenous artists and has a policy to ensure emerging artists who communicate their culture through their work are nurtured.
The Gallery will feature a range of works in addition to those by Thomas Ray Ahwang and Billy Missi at its booth at the Cairns Indigenous Art Fair.
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